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LATINOS IN ARCHITECTURE

AlA SAN ANTONIO MISSION

AIA San Antonio unites the community of archi-
tects to advance architecture as professional craft
and shape a more livable and sustainable future.

LIA MISSION

The AIA San Antonio Latinos in Architecture Com-
mittee supports our local communities by partici-
pating in volunteer opportunities, investing in com-
munity issues, strengthening relationships between
professionals in the field of architecture and design and
promoting professional and student work. We aim to
positively influence students aspiring to become archi-
tects and designers by providing guidance and expertise.

Latinos in Architecture // AIA San Antonio

INTRO +
SUMMARY

Hello! Latinos in Architecture (LiA) is one of about six networks/com-
mittees within the AIA San Antonio Chapter. LiA has about 60 mem-
bers and operates on a volunteer basis. There are no fees or partic-
ipation minimums to be a member of LIA. The committee meets
monthly and holds annual events supporting LiA's mission. In or-
der to eliminate barriers for entry all LiA events are free of charge.
Since it's conception LiA has raised funds for the sole purpose of
funding programming, awarding scholarships, organizing events,
and sponsoring speakers, design competitions and exhibitions.

LiA collaborates with local non-profits, institutions of higher learn-
ing, schools, festivals, neighborhood associations, community
groups, neighbors and architecture firms for events and activities.

This document was created for the 2020 AIA Diversity Recogni-
tion Program application and chronicles AIA San Antonio Latinos
in Architecture (LiA) Committee contributions to local communi-
ties.  This document summarizes efforts focused on diversifying
creative professions and architecture advocacy. This report serves as
the supplemental information attachment requested in the application.

AlA San Antonio’s Latinos in Architecture (LiA) network was founded in
2014. This network exists in 6 other U.S. cities, 5 of which are in Tex-
as. In each community, the network has grown from a need to serve
underrepresented, growing populations in the architecture community.
Not all LiA events and volunteer efforts are included in this document.

For more information please contact lia.sanantonio@gmail.com.

This document was created by Siboney Diaz-Sanchez with help from Luis
Ahumada, Adrianna Swindle, Rick Torres, Laura Smith, Torrey Carlton, Belinda
Sanchez, Mary Ann Alcorta Mitchell, and others.
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INFORMATION FORMATION

taken from LiA 2014 Introductory

Event Report submitted to AIA San LiA San Antonio’s founding co-chairs, Adrianna Swindle, AIA and Jimmy
Antonlo Board of Directors to form Castellanos, AIA were asked by AIA San Antonio Board of Directors to host
LiA San Antonio an introductory event to gauge the interest prior to approving the formation

of the committee. The event exceeded everyone’s expectations with over
100 people in attendance - members and nhon-members. From that single
event grew LiA San Antonio, an official network of AIA San Antonio. The
committee was formed shortly after the event and began meeting monthly.

REALITY 1 // GROWTH

There is a growing Hispanic/Lati-
no/a/x population in our communities.
As of the 2010 American Community
Survey conducted by the U.S. Census

Bureau Hispanics made up 61.2% of
San Antonio population. Hispanics/ I EAD E R H I P
Latinos/a/x are growing in population

in Dallas, San Antonio, Austin, and
in other major cities in the US. This  LiA San Antonio has historically had two co-chairs, a historian, a trea-
growth is creating challenges and op-  surer, a secretary and occassionally has had a community engagement

portunities. As architects, we see and  officer and graphics director.
understand this as an opportunity to

step up and take a leadership role. Current Co-Chairs
Luis Ahumada, Assoc. AlA (01/2018 - 2020)
REALITY 2 // REPRESENTATION Mary Ann Alcorta Mitchell, AIA (10/2019 - 2020)

A current void in leadership in the His-
panic/Latino/a/x communities. His- Past Co-Chairs
panics/ Latinos/as/x have been his-  Siboney Diaz-Sanchez, AlA (09/2014 -12/ 2016; 01/2019 - 10/2019)
A torically less represeqted. Thgre is @  Ricky Torres, Assoc. AIA (01/2017 - 12/2017)
H pORCHIBE il gl ﬁ .‘ lack of support regarding architectural
S S S | guidance in the Hispanic/ Latino/a/x  Founding Co-Chairs
b5 communities, and this is an opportu-  Adrianna Swindle, AIA (06/2014 - 12/2018)

nity for involvement, as architects to  Jimmy Castellanos, AIA (06/2014 - 09/2014)
intervene and find ways to help them

with our expertise. Past Officers
Treasurer - Wanira Magaloni (2014 - 2017)
REALITY 3 // RELATIONSHIPS Historian - Noella Cantu (2014 - 2018)

A lack of connectivity/network be-  Donation Coordinator - Dan Lazarine (2014 - 2018)
tween Latino/a/x architects. Thereisa  Marketing Director - Isadora Sintes (2014 - 2016)

need for an organized committee that  Marketing Director - Rick Torres (2016 - 2018)
strengthens relationships between

professionals and students in the field
of architecture, and that helps to over-
come the lack of promotion for His-
panic/Latino/a/x architecture.

Latinos in Architecture // AIA San Antonio
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L i LETINCS |K E2CHITECTURE PRESEMTS

MARKETING
MATERIAL

LIA San Antonio members created graphics for a Vvari-

Family,

Pes|gn

Saturday

e . VEN
PLAZA GUADALUPE ety of events. We wrote press releases, call for entries, inter-
1327 Guadalupe Street Games . . . . .
/ 9AM - 2PM Activities viewed with local press, created social media events, had a list
. Live Music serve and posted posters as needed depending on the event.
/ Food
; Prizes ] ) .
The following pages document many of the published graphics created
Pt el ‘ by LiIA San Antonio. Not all posters are included in this document.
Able City // ACE Mentorship // American

Indians in Texas // Artpace // Blue Star
Contemporary // City Educalion Partmers //
City of San Antonio Office of Historic Preser-
vation // City of San Antonio Parks and Recre-
afion // COTE // Esperanza Peace and Juslice
Center // Girl Scouls of Southwest Texas // Girls,

PERFORMANCES BY
DJ Despeinada // Los Nahuatlatos
Los Callejeros de San Anto + more!

Rick Torres (co-
ORI GI NS chair 2016-2018)

Inc. // Guadalupe Cultural Arts Center // Hemisfair ACTIVITY THEMES
//LPA Architects // Mitchell Design Group // MOVE . . -
Jexns /7 MP Studin // Wusen del Westside / 0'Con- :mhltecture + [;estgn Ju:lllce + Art pri oduced the vast
nell Robertson // Overland Partners // Page /| reservation + Sustainability + ..
i Public Art San Antonio // SA Youth // San Anto : FALL LECTURE 2016 majo r[t Of the
m__ Cultural Arls // SAC AIAS / San Antonio Con- Urban Planning \ LATINOS IN ARCHITECTURE JJ Y
servation Society // San Antonio Leaders + #DesignDaySA #DiaDelDisenoSA AlA SAN ANTONIO H
Teachers // San Antonio River Authority // San gguﬁ;,(g;:'_- = SR IN PARTNERSHIP WITH grapthS an d pOSt—

LECTURE | FREE ALKMISSIDN Antonio Young Architects / SAY $i // South- LIA SANANTONIDG GMAIL COM SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE ARCHITECTURE PROGRAM

west School of Art /f The Gathering Place PRESENT ers. Other Contl’lb-
JORGE RODRIGUEZ-GERADA -
y | = siecien 204 s/ VA Wots- SPONSORS — utors included but
HENRY MUNOZ SRS are not limited to
5:30 PM .
MARTH 25, 3015 i 500 Isadora Sintes, Ita-
B e e B 2 e ¢ D) SRR lla Aguilera, Sibo-
g Per P ;W‘;“I“ o i et ney Diaz-Sanchez,
§ - . I ocl A alas an Antonio Plastic Bricl - -
iy (e ﬂ - ARTEN 0| Mt o Adrianna  Swindle,
TR L TR Wittigs Office Interiors Daniel Rodriguez .
and Luis Ahumada.
e H— Some posters were
IIEﬂS JIMENEZ STUDIO -y created in collabo-
ration with co-hosts
and/or sponsors.
L A LiA San Antonio also

i
AIA Center for Architecture
« Wednesday Sept. 07 6-8 pu

ML FE

ARCH!

reached out to col-
lege students/ar-
chitectural interns
and paid them for
graphic assistance.

Vil
DESI AND § NG

Sept. 07 .2016 - Oct.12.2016
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Second Annual

N
\I N O
Opening 03.17.2015 6-8:00PM
Closing 10.16.2015 6-8:00 PM

National Hispanic Heritage Month

AlA Center for Architecture
1344 5. Flores =102
$5Donation

nextgen (§ stantec MG ¢ nmmmnn

M (NTELUIGENT F‘
BN ENGINEERING L Ak E | FLATO r ‘ ALPHA L A
B SERVICES DN oRPOR ] M H y
o GWN GROWEP AT

TEJASPREMIER

SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE / LATINOS IN ARCHITECTURE
THIRTED A NNUAL LECTURE

MIRO RIVERA ARCHITECTS

FRIDAY FEBRUARY 08, 2019 5:30PM

SAN ANTONIO COLLEGE

MCALLISTER THEATER

1300 San Pedro Ave

@) AlA L A
San Antonio

7 A L A
g~ San Antonio %= T%

present

CONNECT SA

Tuesdqy, Qctober 15th ConnectSA focuses on projects that expand
530 PM - 7:30 PM transportation choices, improve transportation
flow, and introduce smart initiatives that help
move more people faster, smarter, and in least
costly ways possible.

The Center for Architecture
1344 § Flores §t,

San Antonlo, TX 78204 Former Mayor, Henry Cisneros, a Tri-Chair of
Connect SA, will share the process now
underway for ensuring that San Antonio is
prepared with an efficient and safe
transportation system that connects every
resident with mobility.

Guest Speaker
Former Mayer Henry Cisneros

latinos in architecture
MAY GATHERING

ST )

6pm-7pm
Ll mns lh thlTEI:ILFN[

@ the alameda
318 w. houston st.

L : & AIA
7pm-8pm \ - 11 ) 3 k an Antonio
@ rosella - : 2

@ the rand
114 e. houston st.

Join us for
updates +
snacks +

a tour of the
Alameda
Theater followed a
by drinks @ rosella |
down the street!
email

~  lia.sanantonio@gmail.com
~ with questions.

Write a motivating phrase on the il
front cover of the donated book:.
who open it will see how the desi
cdmmunlty suﬂ)orts educatio

tul ed
| 344 South Flores,
uite102, San onuﬁ

~ San Antonio high
~schools today!

Collections are July 21st - October 10th
for the 2014 Z%_. . s

i Malt House.

e Ald CFNTER FOR 4 LTI
m J\I‘”{ I-'\E :I:::.l I. :I -\.:I.‘:'l: :I.l\.l-l-u : T @ .ﬁln
& . DECEMBER 12, 2016 b San Antonio

A | AN AN e Www.aiasa.org 6-8PM
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WEDNESDAY, MARCH 25, 2015 ‘
5:30PM - 6.00PM

A CENTER FOR ARCHITECTURE
SUITE 103
S ANTOD, TEXAS 78204

INAUGURAL EVENT

LECTURE & PA
DISCUSSION

ROBERT

Latinos in Architecture
Committee Meeting

Feb 2, 2015 5:30PM ROBERT PUENTE =2

‘=ee STEVE TILLOTSON, FAIA
WEIR LABATT

SATURDAY, 5.9.15

3-4 PM

PLEASE JOIe SPOSORED BY

LATIHG‘S IN 3 MUSEUM OF ART Busmpen D"'E‘ s 6 Rl

ARCHITECTURE Son e TP rextoen [
HAPPY HOUR!
THURADAY, FEERLUARY 19 2015
5:M-T:30 PR
TACQSF AND TEQUILA
1913 BROADPTAY 5T

; opening ceremony . september 19 . 6:00-8:00 pm
o SOV L AL i s San Antonio & LATINOS IN ARCHITECTURE Nexo:
L4 San novonio I \ 3 in celebration of hispanic heritage month
I INVITE YOU TO THE 2017 AlA : LiA presents the work of san antonio’s
I N N OVATI N G INAUGURAL FIESTA MEDAL LAUNCH latino architects and designers

THURSDAY, APRIL 13, 2017
5:30 PM - 7:30 PM

all events held at the center for architecture

. “ Our Water
FORINCLUSION& | I!ﬂﬂ \ggm Gue City
EQUITABLE GROWTH |

01.22.19 // 6PM-8PM A!l!‘ﬂ | I\%I '\

i uu-—c g

LA FONDA ON MAIN open exhibit . september 19 - october 10 .
2415 N. MAIN AVENUE

GUADALUPE THEATER Rty
1301 GUADALUPE ST - ;..;

SAN ANTONIO 78207 AR S R UL 4 OUR DRINKSPONSOR

FREE FOOD & PARKING """HDS-"

> #DWSA | &

SRR LAKE | FLATO ARCHITECTS Our Responsibﬂ_ity

DW THE SAN ANTORIO CENTER FOR ARCHITECTURE Panel Discussion presented by Latinos in Archirecrure San Antonio
s A March 35, 2015 ALA San Antonio Center for Architectuee 5:30 PM
. closing reception . october 10 . 6:00-8:00 pm . $5 entr:
PARTNER ECTIONS \X TA EF 1 JUNE 15T-AUG 17 - -_ ? ’ ’ ’ $ d
FOR THE 2017-2018 SCHOOL YEAR = e m-l)f'

4% A1 A San Antonio

for inquiries contact lia.sanantonio@gmail.com
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SAN ANTOINIO

[ Report ZHERDN

TELLING THE COMPLETE DOWNTOWRMN STORY

Nonprofit Journalism for a Better San Antonio.

o . . . City will consider two Plaza Guadalupe
Latinos in Architecture Connect in San Antonio options—one with a fence, one without
SOMEY A i 2 Bk S W | SEFTEMBER 73,3 e

5. 2018 BY ZENDRA MORALES — LEAVE A COMMENT

f UkE [ TWEET | m Eual B PUINT  jn SHARE @ COMMENTE | MBRE T e R —————

Texas

ARTICLES ARCHIVE BLOG CALENDAR VIDEO TXA

Community Design Blog: Engagement +
Implementation

Siboney Diaz-Sénchez August 15, 2019 Home Mews - Classical = Programs = Schedules = Events/Initiatives = Support = Connect ~ Sea

Plaza Guadalupe: Restoring A Westside San
Antonio Landmark For The Public

By JAN ROSS PIEDAD & DAVID MARTIN DAVIES - FEB 4, I

Latinos in Architecture // AIA San Antonio

PUBLICATIONS

Within the first three months of forming the committee in 2014
Adrianna Swindle and Siboney Diaz-Sanchez wrote an article in a
local publication about the annual exhibition NEXO, celebrating
local architects, designers and students as part of National Hispanic
Heritage Month. LIA San Antonio events were reported on. The
committee committed to community engagement work that creat-
ed exposure to press. Co-chairs and member appeared in local ar-
ticles and on our local public radio station to discuss public-interest
design facilitation. In those instances, we prioritized shar-
ing what we heard from community groups and advocat-
ed for the collaborative skills of creative professionals.

[HReport

Nonprofit journalism for a Better San Antonio.

Latinos in Architecture Exhibit Connects Firms
and Students
. Y W | SPTEMESRE M

SHARE g8 COMMENTE | O MGRE |

& PNt n

# LiKE [9F TWEET W EmMail




articles

12.06.2019
Looking inward and outward, architects make strides

12.19.2018
City will consider two Plaza Guadalupe options -

toward more significant inclusion in the field
AIA National // Kathleen M. O’Donnell

09.19.2019
Family Design Day meant to further discussion on Pla-

one with a fence, one without
The San Antonio Heron // Zendra Morales

10.30.2018
Guadalupe Plaza conceptual plan to be released

za Guadalupe
The San Antonio Heron // Ben Olivo

08.15.2019
Community Design Blog: Engagement + Implementa-

Dec.4
The San Antonio Heron // Zendra Morales

12.14.2016
Vamos a Hablar: Residents, Architects, Artists Reimag-

tion
Texas Architect // Siboney Diaz-Sanchez

06.04.2019
Every Community Is Our Client
Architect Magazine // Siboney Diaz-Sanchez

02.04.2019

Plaza Guadalupe: Restoring A Westside San Antonio
Landmark for the Public

Texas Public Radio // Jan Ross Piedad + David Martin
Davies

ine Malt House
The Rivard Report // Edmond Ortiz

09.08.2016

Latinos in Architecture Exhibit Connects Firms and
Students

The Rivard Report // Rocio Guenther

08.09.2016
Latinos in Architecture Connect in San Antonio
The Rivard Report // Sarah Talaat

09.22.2014

Latinos in Architecture Connect in San Antonio

The Rivard Report // Siboney Diaz-Sanchez + Adrian-
na Swindle

Latinos in Architecture // AIA San Antonio

Career and the profession

Looking inward and outward,
architects make strides toward more
significant inclusion in the field

By Kathilean M. O'Donnell, December §, 2005

{ELISTS AT THE ALA ARND A4 ORIDAGD "OUT IM ARDHITECTURS SVENT. AELD AT CHISDADD 2 20M DFFIOE 1IN JUWKE 2018

AIA brought together architects and allied professionals to
discuss what is changing and what yet needs to change to
support 2 more equitable, diverse, inclusive workforce in a
year-long event series.
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“Being part of LIA makes you feel like you can make a difference in something bigger than
yourself. Being originally from the Ciudad Juarez/El Paso border area is hard to do an imme-
diate service for my Latino community, but LIA opens the opportunity for me to use my profes-
sionalism to guide the Latino community in San Antonio, Texas. It allows me to feel closer to
home and more importantly connects with other Latino/Latina architects that are going
through the same challenges that I’'m facing in the profession. LIA makes you realize that
you are not alone when it comes to building a better future for the Latino community.”

ANAGISEL TOSCANO RAMOS
Designer at Overland Partners
LiA Member

“Latinos in Architecture committee not only supports profession-
al development activities, like resourcing Latino student designers,
highlighting local practitioners and elevating local issues through a
lecture series, but also engages directly to solve problems in their
community. Using their professional expertise and leveraging their
political and social capital, LiA advocates for marginalized voic-
es. | strongly believe that everyone deserves access to good design.
While diverse representation is an important first step, it is important
that we all invest our time and ourselves for more eq-
uitable outcomes. In watching LiA develop and evolve
over the last 5 years, |I have seen them do just that.”
SEEMA KAIRAM, RA

Architect and Enterprise Rose Fellow
The Trust for Public Land

“As a citizen architect charged with lead-
ing San Antonio’s Downtown City Council
District, I rely on LiA and AIA San Antonio
to be partnersinbuilding a safe and equita-
ble community. LiA’s leaders can be trust-
ed to listen impartially, lead with courage
and act on behalf of the citizenry in a
manner that builds trust and authenticity
in our community. They are the role mod-
els for the next generation of architects.”

ROBERTO C. TREVINO, AIA
City of San Antonio District 1 Councilman

“We recognize that the rates for people of col-
or becoming licensed architects aren’t where
we want them to be.

| see the LiA San Anto-

testimonials

“My experience with LIA has been wonderful. Personally and professionally, |
support the mission and goals of this organization as it applies to increasing
the awareness and space for underrepresented voices in the realm of place
and space making. Even more so, | appreciate and respect the commitment
of LiA’s leadership team. The Family Design day organized by LiA in the fall
of 2019 was one of the more impactful and direct community events that
I have been a part of or engaged with. This has made me want to double
down on my own efforts in regard to community engagement and activism.”

GREGORY STREET, NOMA
San Antonio-based architect + activist

“LiA’s energy and dedication to equity and
place-makingin San Antonio is world class. We
live in a unique city with a deep and vibrant his-
tory. LiA helps citizens and architects in San
Antonio look forward to a bright future with
due respect paid to the past and present.”
ADAM WORD GATES, AIA

San Antonio-based architect

AIA San Antonio Young Architects Co-Chair

“I was impressed with the placemaking
event LiA organized on the Westside of
San Antonio. Never before had I seen
such a collaborative event focused on
this part of town and centered around
placemaking. | love how it brought
people together to think about the
structural elements of this community
and its history. jBravo, LiA, for bringing
a collaborative focus to the Westside!”
CLAUDIA CASTILLO GONZALEZ

San Antonio resident

“Latinos in Architecture initiatives build
community resilience and embodies cul-
tural values. LIA allows me to engage in
community outreach while developing
leadership skills. The people I closely
work with to make this world a better
place have become my greatest friends
and mentors. It has been an enjoyable
journey working with Latino profession-
als strengthening the value of ‘place’.”
ITALIA AGUILERA

San Antonio-based architectural designer
LiA San Antonio Member

nio network as a very positive step in attract-
ing and retaining Latinos in the profession.”
DEBRA J. DOCKERY FAIA

1993 AIA San Antonio Chapter President

Chair Texas Board of Architectural Examiners

“Being in LiA has allowed me to meet new peo-
ple within the profession, at various levels. It
has allowed me to have people | can go to
for advice and mentorship, something | feel
is extremely important for students, espe-
cially those that have recently graduated!”
MARCOS VIZCAYA

San Antonio-based intern architect

“LiIA helped to make the work of architects and other “built environment” profes-
sionals more accessible to members of the San Antonio community, and more im-
portantly, worked to elevate the voices of local residents into spaces of influenc-
ing policy and decision-making. Their work and events helped to make AIA San
Antonio more relevant to those who don’t have “AIA” in their title, which is much
needed in a city that facing many questions and decisions about its future growth.”

EMILY BOWE
Urban Design Graduate Student

“Having LiA as a partner in community en-
gagement-from charrettes to community
discussions (platicas) has been an enor-
mous advantage in creating an inclusive
and transparent process for San Antonio
citizens, particularly in the work of preser-
vation and public space. LiA fundamental-
ly understands that preservation is about
culture, community, and ultimately about
people. Being able to work with a collabo-
rative partner who understands that it’s not
just about a building, has helped ensure we
are all working together to maintain and em-
power vibrant and thriving communities.”
CLAUDIA GUERRA

City of San Antonio Cultural Historian

Latinos in Architecture // AIA San Antonio

In San Antonio, LIA has had an important, actively en-
gaged presence in issues of social justice, equity and
diversity. In 2018-2019 LIA members attended meet-
ings, and worked with, the Westside Preservation
Alliance (WPA) in seeking ways to preserve the his-
tory, culture, and structures of working-class West-
side communities, historically and contemporaneous-
ly largely comprised of Mexican American families.
LIA actively participated with  WPA and other com-
munity organizations in addressing issues of com-
munity memory, design, and social justice in re-
lation to refurbishing of the Teatro Alameda.
We acknowledge and deeply appreciate LIA’s collab-
oration with the WPA and other community based or-
8anizations, in bringing the architectural knowledge
and expertise of its membership, and the weight of
the organization, to bear on issues of equity, social
justice, diversity and historic preservation of working
class history, culture and structures in San Antonio!
DR. ANTONIA CASTANEDA

Westside Preservation Alliance (WPA) Member
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G U a dalupe::::
Place of giving back.
Place of community.

Heart of the community.
A-reminder of home,

e beautiful west side,

GUADALUPE 5T

Fence + Landscape Improvemenis
Gate

Existing Parking

New Toilet

Community Hub

Softscape + Community Activity
Shade Structure + Plaza Furniture

Storage + Greenroom

0 B =] O~ 7 B G R =

Future Trellis

EORECONO:E

[ 10 Future Landscape Expansion
8 11 Future Outdoor Space

[] 12 Great Hall

[J 13 Existing Restrooms

[C] 14 Existing Parking + Service
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PLAZA
GUADALUPE

In the Fall of 2018, the Latinos in Architecture Committee (LiA) was asked
by City Councilwoman Shirley Gonzales and San Antonio’s Center City
Development and Operations Department to assist with com-
munity meetings in order to better understand how allocat-
ed funds for Plaza Guadalupe could be utilized. Plaza Guada-
lupe is a historic site located on the west side of San Antonio.
The plaza, owned by the City of San Antonio and managed by the Aveni-
da Guadalupe Association (AGA), is a vital and valued space. It is the
location of night markets, local festivals, and where Julian Cas-
tro chose to announce his presidential candidacy in 2019. In re-
sponse to an alleged increase in criminal activity and lack of
maintenance funding to support upkeep operations, AGA pro-
posed permanent fencing and gates around the plaza. Many com-
munities were opposed to any fencing or barriers of any kind.

For Plaza Guadalupe, LiA prioritized lis-
tening into the community meetings.
The committee was there to absorb
and record what we heard. We report-
ed back and provided two conceptual
plans based on the information col-

lected. We included recommendations
for physical, operational, and program-
matic improvements. Partial fencing

was approved by the city’s Historic De-
sign and Review Commission in April of
2019. Disagreements of the locations
and extents of the fencing continue.
OPERATIONAL PROGRAM The committee remains committed to
the future of the plaza, not because it
is outlined in a contractual scope, but
because we care about this space.
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MERCADO +
SAN ANTONIO

A three-block outdoor plaza lined with shops, and restaurants in down-
town San Antonio, Market Square is the largest Mexican market in
the United States. The “El Mercado” and the “Farmer’'s Market Pla-
za” boasts more than 100 locally owned shops and stalls.! The facili-
ties are a destination for many visitors and local alike. Local shops sell
gifts, clothing, art and food. Facilities have struggled with securing
physical improvement funding through the years. The visioning pro-
cess coordinated by the City of San Antonio was the first move for-
ward in understanding how to most effectively reinvest in the mar-
ket to allow for the historic spaces to best serve visitors and vendors.

1 https://www.marketsquaresa.com/

The role of AIA San Antonio and
LiIA was to serve as an advisor
to the City of San Antonio by at-
tending and providing feedback
on Market Square Vision Plan
sessions, preliminary planning
meetings, kickoff meetings, vi-
sioning sessions and vendor
open houses. Our role was to
serve as a consultant to inter-
pret findings and collaborate
with Project for Public Spaces.

Collaborative work for public
spaces is ongoing and LiA re-
mains committed to local areas
that serve and employ genera-
tions of San Antonio residents.
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DREAMWEEK
2019

INNOVATING FOR INCLUSION + EQUITABLE GROWTH:
HOW INNOVATION IMPACTS EQUITY IN THE SMART CITY AND
BUILT ENVIRONMENT

Innovation creates both opportunity and unintended consequences.
Good design and development unifies people, profound-
ly affects the health and well-being of communities, and sus-
tains our unique identities, cultures, stories, and experiences.
In Smart Cities and the built environment, where new technologies and
the data generated by them are poised to re-shape how people con-
nect to public services, how does innovation impact equity? How can
employing principles of design justice to empower historically under-
represented communities create inclusive spaces in the smart city?

On January 22, 2019 at the Guadalupe Theater in San Antonio, Bryan
C. Lee, a design justice advocate and architect from New Orleans was
asked to speak about his work at Collogate and throughout the US. This
event was organized by the City of San Antonio Office of Innovation,
Overland Partners, and AIA San Antonio Latinos in Architecture as
part of DreamWeek San Antonio. Over 150 individuals gathered at the
event and attendees were from all 10 San Antonio city council districts.

After a presentation given by Bryan C. Lee, from Collogate in New Orleans
attendees were asked to move to one of two groups. Two discussions were
facilitated about the built environment and smart cities. Both groups
were asked about forms of injustices in their neighborhood(s)/commu-
nities. Questions were identified to guide the conversations but evolved
and verbal report outs were given after about an hour of discussion time.

A ONE PAGE SUMMARY WAS CREATED BY LIA AND SENT
TO ATTENDEES. THE DOCUMENT CAN BE FOUND HERE.



https://drive.google.com/file/d/1lK_aHodPGcJN3cxRJNcRZBjPUurFYm4o/view?usp=sharing

QUICK FACTS

About 290 people attended.

. Over 400 tacos were handed out to
volunteers, participants and organiza
tions.

. Attendees and volunteers were fed
empanadas for lunch.

. Free paletas were distributed - 300 of
them.

. Aguas frescas were available for free.

o Two local bands and DJ Despeinada
were paid to provide music to all
attendees.

. Over 20 people were registered to vote.

. A mural was started and finished for
Nexo 2019.

. Student work was exhibited from San

Anto Cultural Arts and J.T.
Brackenridge.

. The San Antonio Young Women’s
Leadership Academy students per-
formed spoken word.

. Over $500 worth of donated prizes
were given and included HEB gift cards,
Spurs tickets, Mission tickets, and VIA
Metropolitan Transit passes.

. Children created their own spaces with
boxes and legos.

. People registered to vote by Move
Texas.

. Over 100 books were given out from

our book drive.

. 18+ organizations came together to pro

vide programming in Plaza Guadalupe
related to art, architecture, urban plan
ning, sustainability, preservation.

. Volunteers were given t-shirts.

A report was generated and dis-

tributed to volunteers, partnering_

organizations and sponsors. It
can be found here.

FAMILY
DESIGN DAY

On September 21, 2019 AIA San Antonio Latinos in Architecture or-
ganized Family Design Day at Plaza Guadalupe in San Antonio, Tex-
as. LIA partnered with over 18 organizations to activate the public
space and create programming for all ages related to architecture,
design justice, environmental sustainability, urban design, and
cultural preservation. The event was free and open to the public.

Latinos in Architecture // AIA San Antonio


https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Wgk6xekCj2KBj_qsm_eZ3bbM-oN-2KU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Wgk6xekCj2KBj_qsm_eZ3bbM-oN-2KU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Wgk6xekCj2KBj_qsm_eZ3bbM-oN-2KU/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1_Wgk6xekCj2KBj_qsm_eZ3bbM-oN-2KU/view?usp=sharing
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CESAR CHAVEZ
MARCH

For 23 years The César Chavez March for Justice has been a day our San An-
tonio community to unite, celebrate, and remember a great humanitarian.t

LiA San Antonio decided to march in 2017 and again in 2019 to remem-
ber Cesar Chavez and Dolores Huerta in their fights for equality. LiA or-
ganized small groups consisting of members and their families to walk
along-side community leaders and connect with others gathered to rec-
ognize the power in justice movements. Both years were successful in
members learning that there is strength in numbers and to never give up!

1 https://ceclef.org/what-we-do/march-for-justice/
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NEXO

NEXO is LiA San Antonio’s annual exhibition commemorating National
Hispanic Heritage Month. Through LiA, local students are afforded oppor-
tunities to engage with professionals at NEXO.Students can submit their
work at no charge for this month-long exhibition. For LiA members, it is an
amazing experience to witness proud families of these students view their
work displayed with professionals from San Antonio’s design communities.
NEXO serves to showcase all that LiA stands for, recognizing award winning
projects from local design professionals while bringing those skills and
knowledge to those aspiring to become part of the architecture profession.
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LANDSCAPE

The building couryard {3rd floor |

opens to a park [groand floor) creating
a unified scenariowith views from each
side.

The park also leads to the main entrance b —
of the Museum. Moreover, the esplanade is

in constant dialogue with the building's

facade through similar patterns.

TAMNGIBLE METAPHOR - SHOFPS AT A PARK
TEA BHOP AND MEDITATION ROOM
FROFESSOR A, STERNER

KRISTAL PRADO

ROGELIO RODRIGUEZ

ANA SALINAS

NEXO student submission samples // 2014 - 2018 Latinos in Architecture // AlA San Antonio
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LECTURES

San Antonio College’s Architecture Program and LiA San Antonio have
collaborated to develop a lecture series for the college. This lecture
series is instrumental in developing a focused culture and identi-
ty for their program. The series continues to be a successful means
of emphasizing the importance and independence of this program
in our community. Similarly, in 2015 LiA began a collaboration with
UTSA CACP focused on diversifying lecture opportunities that fea-
tured Latinx Architects and designers. Since then, there have been
two successful partnering opportunities with UTSA CACP and LiA.

Through LiA partners with the University of Texas San Antonio cam-
pus (UTSA) and Alamo Colleges San Antonio College (SAC) to spon-
sor Latino/a/x lecturers at the two campuses. To date LiA has been
instrumental in  bringing Andres Jaque and Manuel Cervantes Ces-
pedes to UTSA Carlos Jimenez, Juan Miro and DUST Architects to SAC.
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PLATICAS

Rather than hosting typical happy hours to bring members and the
community together, LiA curates “Platicas” or community discus-
sions. These discussions bring people from various disciplines to-
gether to discuss critical issues such as maintaining the cultural
fabric of San Antonio during its rapid growth and the ever-changing re-
ality of water in our city. These community-centric discussions have
opened opportunities for LiIA to engage with local government offi-
cials and further the understanding of the issues impacting our city.

Through conversations and outreach LIA members are often asked to
speak on other local and national panels at conferences and at workshops.
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BOOK DRIVES

LiA's targeted support of the next generation of Latinx archi-
tects seeks to nurture a diverse representation in our profes-
sion. From engaging with high school students during book
drives to distributing scholarships to UTSA CACP Students, LIiA
San Antonio mentors have sought to serve as a resource to
the next generation of design professionals in San Antonio.

LiA has donated over 300 books during numerous book drives it
has held in high schools that are unable to fund architecture librar-
ies. During Book Distributions days, LIA members will give a pre-
sentation about their professional journeys. In addition to contrib-
uting to high schools, LiA has been part of career days to varying
levels of education, from elementary school and junior school levels.

Dan Lazarine + Luis Ahumada, among others, help lead this
drive year after year. They collect, store and deliver books.

S THANK YOU
LIA

San Antonio
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. "A"'a  SCHOLARSHIPS

For several years now LiA has worked to sponsor the Sopho-
more Design Competition at San Antonio College which has
bridged gaps between students and professionals during this
early phase in their career. In 2017, LiA worked with City Coun-
cil District 1 to establish an annual Scholarships for UTSA ar-
chitecture students. Ten scholarships have been awarded to
date. Building on our early success with scholarships, AIA San
Antonio is now in the process of establishing a Diversity Endow-
ment. This endowment will influence the lives of many aspiring
students in the coming years and promote the goal of licensure.
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GATHERINGS

Event planning events take time. Advocacy and organizing takes
time. LIA meets monthly in multiple settings. The group will gather
to relax but also meets to review budgets, sort books, speak in class-
rooms and set up exhibitions. LiA collaborates with other networks
like San Antonio Young Architects and Women in Architecture for oth-
er social events. Occasionally LiA gatherings consist of LIA mem-
bers attending a march, a performance or a community meeting.

y

K

s

.
) 3



T}'

TN 1?"

S

—
s 2

,...
B L
L-b;l- i

RESOURCES +
CLOSING



RESOURCES

Documents were created by LiA members for various projects
and exhibitions. Refer to links below for more information.

2019 LATINOS IN ARCHITECTURE VIDEO

NEXO 2019 slide show

4
PE HABLA
FSRANOL

Family Design Day 2019 Report

DreamWeek 2019 One-Pager

Plaza Guadalupe Community Meeting Slide
Show (Meeting 5 Report-out)

NEXO 2016 student work

NEXO 2015 student work

NEXO 2014 student work

NEXO 2014 professional work

Latinos in Architecture // AIA San Antonio


https://vimeo.com/385165696/387804e450
https://docs.google.com/presentation/d/1y4-RmWbk0T0QFtzgDsi6_8apy_AUMHXzAJubijMjMhE/edit?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1Kw3JeuYS3u0oYq7HKAHLB7WC6bGegxbF/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1MnuDPomB-z5ulDsqwPuqn-PiOIbMlUF7/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vuNL0DF35SRH4UaeDq9LdaINZy8CmNLI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1vuNL0DF35SRH4UaeDq9LdaINZy8CmNLI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/19DbYVKHgemSAvyZTOwIABdL6-uOO5ycG/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1JbCJiH8UmlvxzqJ6Zba-bz_iLnX3EFFI/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiJ7l9JLX8uzB3mhofrizfTuSsDF6pLB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiJ7l9JLX8uzB3mhofrizfTuSsDF6pLB/view?usp=sharing
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1TiJ7l9JLX8uzB3mhofrizfTuSsDF6pLB/view?usp=sharing

gratitude

A San Antonio is
volve to serve the pe

a community  and will
s ‘_that need it most.

e

IA aims to ci e for underrepresented ‘
eoples 'ﬁ emselves, feel

nderstooc nd friendship

We are than
past LIA memt
supporter, fa
othened a




